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Tuesday, December 9th 

Christmas Potluck 

6:30 P. M. 

Kathryn Heidenreich  

Senior Center 

1776 Airway Avenue 

 Kingman, AZ 
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If you would like 
to search for 
septarian nod-
ules Utah is the 
place to go. 
Kane County is 
about 322 miles 
from Kingman. 

Almost entirely made up of Mesozoic sand-
stone formations, Kane County yields fossils, 
agate and petrified wood. Best known for de-
posits of septarian nodules. 
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15th –20th century 
Blue Bloodstone                      Ruby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zodiac Saggitarius 
November 22-December 21 Ruby 
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Contact: Jim Harken, (623) 236-7223 
AZGFD, Public Information Officer�
Arizona Game and Fish Department �� ��

NEWS RELEASE 
For immediate release, Nov. 10, 2008  

��

Learn more about new OHV laws taking effect Jan. 1,  2009� �

�

�� �The Arizona Game and Fish Department has a new Web page designed to in-
form off-highway vehicle (OHV) enthusiasts about new laws that will affect OHV use starting 
Jan. 1, 2009.  
 
A Web link at www.azgfd.gov/ohv will take you to a list of answers to frequently asked questions 
about the new laws and the rules and regulations. Some of the provisions include: 

· The requirement to purchase an annual “OHV Decal” for any OHV designed by the manufac-
turer primarily for off-highway use and weighing 1,800 pounds or less, in order to operate that 
OHV in Arizona. This generally includes all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), side-by-sides (utility vehi-
cles), dirt bikes, and some sand rails. The OHV Decal can be purchased through the Arizona 
Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) after Jan. 1. MVD should announce 
the cost of the Decal soon. 
· 4X4’s, trucks, sport utility vehicles (SUVs), cars, and other recreational vehicles (motor 
homes) are not required to purchase the OHV Decal. You will need to purchase a State Land 
Recreational Use permit to have your truck/trailer on any State Land, the Decal only works for 
the OHV decribed above. 
· Travel is limited to roads, trails and areas that are designated open by the land management 
agency for motorized vehicle use. 
· Travel by motorized vehicles that causes damage to wildlife habitat, riparian areas, cultural 
or natural resources, or property or improvements is prohibited. 
· OHVs generating sound greater than 96 decibels must have a muffler or other noise dissipa-
tive device. 
· Anyone under the age of 18 will be required to wear a properly fitted and fastened USDOT 
approved helmet when riding any OHV. 
 
The new laws were passed thanks in large part to a joint effort between Arizona sportsmen, con-
servation groups, off-highway vehicle (OHV) user groups, elected officials, and other members 
of the public. The goal of the new regulations is to provide better OHV management and protec-
tion of natural resources while maintaining access. For more information go to: 
www.azgfd.gov/ohv  
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Lapidary Tips for Cutting and Polishing 
Cabochons Part 1 of 2 

 
Some cabbing rough is randomly fracturous by nature.  
Cuttings from larger stones may tend to be more stable. 
Patience while working with any stone material is key.  
Stabilized materials are acceptable, but untreated stone 
may need to be treated for acceptable results.�

Equipment �

Diamond and Silicon Carbide - The common theme is that 
diamond is faster and silicon carbide is cheaper.�

Silicon Carbide�

Silicon Carbide is more tolerant of abuse and works great 
for materials at a MOHS 7 or less.  The grinding wheels of 
carbide are better for grinding larger, rougher stones.  
Occasionally, silicon carbide grinding wheels need to be 
trued or dressed with a diamond dressing tool.  A "true" 
wheel eliminates bumping during grinding or sanding.  For sanding wheels, I feel expanding drums are the best for 
silicon carbide belts.  A supply of silicon carbide belts should range from 220 grit up to 600 grit.  The downside is 
wear.  Silicon Carbide belts will wear much quicker than diamond.  Diamond belts are also useful at times on an ex-
panding drum to achieve that final result.  Typically, stones shaped and sanded with silicon carbide will be polished 
with a compound on a buffer, leather wheel or disc. 
A worn silicon carbide belt can still be used to receive a polishing or smoothing finish.  Silicon Carbide works great on 
silver and other metals.�

Diamond�

Diamond wheels are designed to operate on a machine with extremely true arbors.  Diamond is less tolerant of 
bumping due to extremely rough material.  Diamond is also necessary for harder materials of MOHS 7.5 and up.  Dia-
mond wheels and belts will make work faster and easier, but care is critical.  A good water or coolant flow must be 
available at all times.  Avoid gouging edges into the wheels or belts.  With patience and proper care, diamond will 
outlast any silicon carbide.  The higher cost can be offset by the amount of usage diamond can receive.  A six wheel 
cabbing machine may have two grinding wheels of 100 grit and 360 grit, with four sanding wheels of 600g, 1200g, 
8000g, and 50,000g.  With harder stones, a mirror polish can be easily attained with the diamond wheels alone. 
I sometimes polish my finished pieces on a 50,000g diamond belt on an expanding drum on my silicon carbide ma-
chine.�

Preparing the Stone �

Most slabs will cut easily on a small trim saw when trimming for cabs.  As with all stone, especially Tiger Eye, 
opalites, etc., care and patience is important.  The finished appearance is determined by the style of jewelry in which 
it will be set.  For porous material, an Opticon treatment may be needed to get the mirror finish desired or to fill small 
pits.  The use of Opticon is an acceptable practice. 
This is not the case with higher grades.  Higher gr ade materials are stable, but will cost more.  
Always experiment and learn using lesser valued mat erials. �

Small stones may be slabbed on a trim saw.  A trim saw would be described as a small unit with a water reservoir 
and a 4 inch to 6 inch blade driven by a small motor.  Most trim saws are used with the hands of the cutter holding the 
stone in place of a vice.  Slabbing small stones on a trim saw require patience.  Be particularly attentive to the consis-
tent width of the slab.  Slabs for cutting cabochons should average of 8mm.  Slabs 9mm or10mm are great for high 
dome cabochons or wire-wrap cabochons.  6mm or 7mm are fine for smaller ring size cabochons. Purchasing pre-cut 
slabs is a convenient way to acquire cabochon cutting material.�

With slab in hand, you are now ready to determine the cabochons the stone will yield.  This includes how many, 
sizes, shapes, etc.  Professional cutters desire to create as many cabochons with as little waste as possible.  Study 
your piece.  See the patterns and colors and let them tell you how to cut out the finished pieces.  Templates are a 
good way to lay out cabochons on a slab.  Freehand design for the artistic person is the method used for freeform 
cabochons.  Either way, you will soon discover the design methods you prefer as well as your ability to finish out a 
difficult design with you equipment. 

Source:www.cabbers.com 
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Wednesday 

December 17 at 6:30 pm 
Hawaiian Islands and Yellowstone 
Park 

Mass Wasting—Gravity at Work 

Mass Wasting Processes 
 

Wednesday 

January 21 at 6:30 pm 
Weathering 

Soils and the Clay Minerals 

Climate and the type of Soils 
 

Wednesday 

February 18 at 6:30 pm 
Streams—The Major Agent of Erosion 

Sculpting of the Landscape 

Stream Erosion in Arid Regions 
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An organization dedicated to the social activities, education, sharing of information 
about and just plain fun of looking for special “gifts” of beauty abounding on our planet. 
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