
 

 
 

 
 
Message from the President 

Hi Gemstoners, 

 
Not much going on in the way of field trips.  It has 
been to hot to do much collecting.  We did have a 
few brave souls venture out for a couple of hours 
to collect dendrites along the railroad bed behind 
the steel plant. It was hot but a good time was had 
by those who made the trip. 
 
I received the Rocky Mountain Federation 
Newsletter and was pleased to see the 
announcement of the winners in the RMFMS 
Annual Publications Contest included our own 
Little Gems newsletter as a over all second place 
winner in the Large Publications category.  Also 
listed were several other awards:   
Adult Articles - Pegmatite Dikes by Mark & Julia 
Weaver, 7th place 
Written Features - When “Thank You” is Just Not 
Good Enough by Jack Hommel, 2nd place 
Written Features - Minutes of the November 
2009 Meeting by Fred Bunge, 5th place 
Written Features - Agate Rendezvous 2009 by 
Melanie Hecht, 7th place. 
Too bad we didn’t have any winners in the Junior 
categories… maybe next year. 
Congratulations to all, we are proud of you.   
 
  Hope to see everyone at the meeting. 
 
 

John Smith, President 

Mohave County Gemstoners 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Dinner Announcement: 

We have the particulars nailed down now: Dec 14th at 
7:00 PM. $15 per person. If you intend to go please 
let Jack know @ 928-565-5651. Payments go to Pete 
no later than the Nov. Meeting. Please make checks 
payable to Mohave County Gemstoners. Thanks.
  

 

 Our April 2011 Rock & Gem Show will be April 9
th

 
& 10

th
 next year. Friday, the 8

th
 will be the setup day. The 

venue is once again the Kingman Academy High School 
Gym. And, the hours will remain the same: Sat-9to 5, Sun-9 
to 4. 

The first meeting, Aug 2
nd

, was a brain buster to get things 
started. This show is our one biggest revenue producer of 
the year. 

For the convenience of our vendors we will be posting the 
date of the show in the newsletter and on our web site. We 
realize that these people do a lot of traveling and planning, 
and the sooner we can get this information to them the 
better. Due to the High School’s fiscal year, the earliest we 
can get a commitment on our dates is at the beginning of 
August. 

We will have flyers made up to distribute to the various 
clubs and events around the state to alert vendors of our 
show dates. 

  

General Meeting: 
Second Tuesday of the month 

Katherine Heidenreich Senior Center 

1776 Airway Ave., 
Kingman, AZ 86401 

General Meeting 
7:00 PM 
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The Mohave County Gemstoners’ Club 

 Is a member of the Rocky Mountain 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS) 
and associated with the American Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). 
The purpose of the Mohave County 
Gemstoners is to: 
1. Stimulate interest in Mineralogy and 
Lapidary Arts. 
2. Stimulate individual’s interest in cutting and 
displaying of minerals, fossils and gemstones. 
3. Stimulate interest in stonecutting, carving 
and setting of fine gems and jewelry. 

4. Stimulate interest in other areas, such as 
faceting, jewelry design, jewelry fabrication 
and metalsmithing of jewelry. 
 
Fiscal year for memberships runs from 
January 1st thru December 31st. Dues are 
$15.00 per person, $20.00 per couple and 
$25.00 for family. Junior Membership cost is 
$8.00.   
Name badges are required. $8.00. 
 
Little Gems is published monthly. It is available 
online at www.gemstoners.org  
The Newsletter is in PDF format so it will be 
necessary to download AdobeReader (free 
program) to view.  Submissions should be to 
the editor by the 20th of the month. Editor 
email address: 
           M C GEMSTONERS@AOL.COM 

 
 
 

Stay up to date, check often 

www.gemstoners.org 
 

     
_ 2010 Club Leadership _ 
 

Elected Officers: 
President – John Smith 

Vice President –Al Zoellner 

Secretary - Fred Bunge 
Treasurer -Pete Hansen 

Sergeant At Arms—Gary Gann 

 
Board of Directors: 
One-Year Position: Kenny Segreaves 
Two-Year Position: Laraine Smith 

Three-Year Position: Jack Hommel 
Club Committees 2010 

By-Laws – Fred Bunge 

Newsletter Editor – Gary Gann  

Field Trips - Jack Hommel  
Greeters—Cheri Hommel  

Membership – Dorothy Bunge 

Photographer - Melanie Hecht  

Refreshments – Trent Szabo & Clarkie Segreaves 
Show Chairman 2011 – Mary Gann  

Sunshine – Lynn Roe  

Telephone - John and Laraine Smith  

Webmaster – Mary Gann  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE July 2010 GENERAL MEETING 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:58 PM by our President, 
John Smith.  The flag salute was led by the Sergeant At Arms. 

                     ******************* 

Previous Meeting Minutes:  Approved as published in the Little 
Gems Newsletter. 

 Treasurer’s Report:  The Club is in good financial shape.  An 
accounting of receipt and expenditures was given. 

 Correspondence:  Prescott Gem & Mineral Show will be held 
30/31 JUL and 01 AUG at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Field Trip – A trip for Dendrites behind the Nucor Steel Plant will 
be on 18 JUL – meet at the Powerhouse at 7:00 AM.  A trip 
planning meeting for 2011 will be held at Metcalf Park on 25 JUL 
at 9:00 AM. 

Web Master/Editor – Need suggestions and articles for our 
newsletter. 

Refreshments – Cookies will be needed for next month – 
volunteers signed up to bring them. 

Mohave County Gemstoners 

P.O. Box 3992 

Kingman, AZ 86401 

mailto:M%20C%20GEMSTONERS@AOL.COM
http://www.gemstoners.org/


Membership – A total membership of 113 as of this meeting.  
Those with anniversaries and birthdays this month were 
introduced. 

Show – A Show meeting will be held at the Library on 02 AUG at 
11:00 AM. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1.  December 14th Meeting – A sit-down dinner will be at 
Lombardo’s on Eastern AV.  The price of the meal is about $15 per 
person, which will be turkey, ham, all trimmings, non-alcoholic 
beverage, desert and gratuity.   

Make checks payable to the Gemstoners and get them to Pete no 
later than the NOV meeting.  Please call Jack at 692-5156 to get 
on the list.   

2.  Business Cards – The Board authorized $50 to purchase 
generic-styled business cards to help with getting new members.  
The card will have our web site, meeting information, mailing 
address, etc.  As members talk with new people, this card will 
provide them with the necessary information about the Club. 

NEW BUSINESS:  (NONE) 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER: 

1.  Wire Wrapping Class – Classes starting in AUG will return to 
the first Monday at the Library and third Monday at the KOA 
Recreation Room, both at 2:30 – 5 PM. 

2.  Plaque – The Club was presented a plaque for our participation 
in the Toys For Tots program last December. 

3.  A GPS class presented by AZ Game & Fish will be held at the 
Library on 15 JUL at 6:30 PM. 

4.  The AZ Mine & mineral Museum is closing.  All specimens will 
be sold.  Contact “C” and Nan if interested in making a trip to 
purchase specimens. 

50/50:  Beverly Schwab - $28, and Stephan Szabo - $20. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 
7:40 PM. 

Following the Business Meeting, our resident auctioneer, Jim Gish, 
auctioned off a dry washer and many fine specimens. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Fred Bunge, Secretary 

       

 

 

FIELD TRIP GUIDELINES: 

 Sign in 15 minutes before departure time. 

 Leader will state relevant information after 

everyone has signed in. 

 Leader will announce and set speed on 

highway. 

 Each vehicle is to keep the one behind it in 

sight. Stop if vehicle is not visible and report 

situation on radio. 

 Always notify leader if you are hiking or 

driving to another site and your approximate 

return time. 

 If leaving and not returning, notify leader and 

turn in radio. 

 Always take food, water, and First Aid kit. 

 Always have a full fuel tank. 

 RADIOS: Channel 3  

 Name badges required at all Club functions. 

  
 Field Trip Schedule: 
 

Aug 1st: Grapevine Canyon-Petroglyphs. Meet 

at NW Aztec & Hwy 68 at 7 AM. 

Aug 15th:  Portland Mine. Meet at Marty’s at 7 

AM. 

Aug 29th: Mohave & Power House Museums-$2 

per person includes both museums. Meet at 

Power House 9 AM. 

Sept 11-Snow Flake Campout. 550 mi RT, 2WD 

or 4WD. Campout or Motel. 

Sept 26-Chemical Lime Co. Steel toed shoes a 

must. Low impact, 120 mi RT, 2WD. Basha’s at 

7 AM. 
Questions? Call Jack @  

928-565-5156 or 928-897-3488 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wire Wrapping and Beading 
Every 1st and 3rd Monday 2:30 to 5 PM 

The 1st Monday of the month will be at the 
Kingman Library. The 3rd Monday will be at the 
KOA rec. center on Roosevelt & Kino. 

Come see what we are doing! 

Wire wrapping-Mary 
Beading-Trent 

Public invited, no fee 
Call Mary @928-757-8121 

Please Note: August 16th will be the last Workshop. The 

date it will start up again will be announced in the 

Newsletter and on the Web site. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………….. 

 August Birthstone  

The August Birthstone is Peridot, a beautiful light to 
dark green gemstone. It has been mined for 
thousands of years, believing the starting location to 
be St. John’s Island, off of Egypt in the Red Sea. Since 
then it has been discovered in countries around the 

world, including our own Arizona. Although it is said 
that the Peridot from Arizona is not as good as what is 
taken from Egypt, Arizona supplies over 60% of the 
world’s production of Peridot. New sources in 
Pakistan are challenging Egypt’s claim of the best 
quality Peridot. Some exceptional specimens have 
lately come out of this country. 

 

 

Possibly the most unusual Peridot is that which comes 
from iron-nickel meteorites called pallasites. Some 
are actually facetted and set in jewelry 

In the Bible, Peridot is mentioned as Chrysolite. It was 
also one of the favorite gemstones of Cleopatra. It is said  

that the wearer will experience good luck, peace, and 
success. 

             ********************************************** 

Metcalfe Park Field Trip Planning 

 Several of us showed up for the field trip 
planning in Metcalf Park on July 25. We compiled a 
list of places we would like to go to, places we would 
like to return to, and places we need to explore. We 
are all looking forward to the next Flagstaff campout. 
Everyone who went on the last trip is eagerly looking 
forward to visiting the Lowell Observatory in October. 

Also, the annual Thanksgiving in the Desert will be 
another one that everyone is looking forward to 
attending. Last year was spectacular; everyone had a 
great time spending the Holiday totally surrounded by 
Nature and sharing food and fun with  friends. 

If you have a favorite place you would like to share 
with the club, or one you have never been to, but 
would like to go, let Jack know so he can get it into 
the Trip schedule!  

Happy Birthday! 

Roenta Hanekam p 

Tom  Hauser 

Billy Hastings 

FW M ooney 

         Happy Anniversary 

Bill & Shirley Darga 



 

MOHAVE COUNTY GEMSTONERS 

STANDING RULES 

Revised July 2010 

 

ARTICLE I:  APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP and DUES 

 

Section 1: Applications – shall be made by completing an application form, approved by the Board and submitted to the 
Membership Chair with the dues and badge fee.  The Membership Chair shall review the application and 
submit same to the Board with a recommendation for approval or denial.  The Membership Chair shall report 
to the Board the number of new applicants.  At the next regular meeting, the Membership Chair shall 
introduce the new members to the Club. 

(a)  The Membership Chair shall then present the new members with a copy of the Constitution and 
By-Laws and Standing Rules.  The Membership Chair shall also present the new members with their 
membership cards, badges and a copy of the newsletter. 

Section 2: Dues and Badges – are payable at time of making application.  (SEE APPENDIX “A” for fees.)  Dues are due 
and payable on January 1

st
 and are delinquent after February 28

th
.  Any new member joining after July 1

st
 will 

pay 50% of the annual dues.  Any new member joining after October 30
th

, annual dues paid will include the 
balance of the current year and in full for following year. 

 Name badges are required for all members and are to be worn at all Club functions. 

 Dues coincide with the calendar year.  Dues are exempt with fifteen (15) or more years of membership.  For a 
schedule of fees, please refer to Appendix “A.” 

Section 3: Life Membership – shall not be conferred lightly, but shall be reserved for those members who have held at 
least one or more offices, worked or headed two or more committees, or have made a significant 
contribution to the Mohave County Gemstoners in terms of service as opposed to purely monetary 
contribution and has been a consistent member for at least fifteen (15) years.  Process for determining the 
honor of receiving a Life Membership are as follows: 

 1.  Name of nominee will be submitted to the Membership Chair for consideration and determination if the 
nominee meets the qualifications. 

 2.  A qualified nominee will be submitted to the Club membership, after review of the Board, to determine if 
a Life Membership shall be bestowed by a vote of the membership. 

 

ARTICLE II:  COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 

Section 1: Standing Committees – Editor, Field Trip Coordinator, Membership, Show, Refreshments, Web Master and 
Property Manager.  Vacancies in any of these  

committees will be filled by a Board member. 

(a)  Editor – shall insure the Little Gems Newsletter is published by the 1
st

 of the month.  Editor has 
“license” to alter any submission to conform to size restrictions or content.  New members are provided with 
one (1) copy of the newsletter in their packet.  Members without computers, shall be provided a copy of the 
newsletter by either mail or at the meeting.  Those members with computers, may be provided a copy of the 
newsletter for a nominal fee.  (SEE Appendix A.) 



In no case will financial reports or member’s addresses be published in the newsletter.  Financial 
reports are available by appointment with the Treasurer for inspection upon request by any member. 

(b)  Field Trip Coordinator – shall have at least one (1) field trip monthly.  Planning meetings should 
include trips for a three (3) month period and should be held quarterly.  Scheduled trips are to be published 
in the Little Gems Newsletter and announced at both the Board and General meetings. 

(c)  Membership – shall be responsible for collecting membership and badge fees.  Responsible to 
maintain a membership roster that is timely and accurate.  New members are introduced and given a 
membership packet which shall include a copy of the Little Gems Newsletter, Constitution, By-Laws, Standing 
Rules and Appendixes.  The Chair will insure timely deposits to the Treasurer and maintain a record of all 
receipts.  Club members are responsible to keep the Chair informed of any changes of address, e-mail 
address and phone numbers. 

(d)  Show – shall be responsible for the overall coordination of the Annual Show.  Chair has no 
authority to commit Club monies without Board approval.  Solicitation of any donations cannot be 
guaranteed reimbursement.  Show date is to be in the month of April.  Exhibitors in the Show are to be non-
competitive and no appropriate exhibitor can be excluded.  Member Dealers shall pay the same fees as non-
member dealers.  Refunds are per signed contract.  Contracts shall be approved by the Board prior to any 
contract being sent out.  Contracts for the Show venue will be negotiated with at least one (1) Board member 
being present.  The obtaining of food items will be coordinated between the Show and Refreshments Chairs.  
Food items bought or donated will be placed on the Refreshments Chair’s inventory.  

All Show Meetings are open to the membership, transparent, with the names of the vendors, table 
space required, status of each account as to payments made and floor plan present at each meeting.  A 
detailed schedule of events prior to, during and after the Show will be essential to the overall success of the 
Show.  Monies from each of the five (5) booths belonging to the Club will be only transferred from that booth 
to the  

Treasurer by the Security Team.  Final accounting for the Show will be by the Treasurer and the 
Security Team. 2 

Layout of the tables will be conducted by the Operations Team.  Overall  

layout will be supervised by the Security Team to insure as much of the possibility of theft is 
minimized as possible. 

(e)  Refreshments – shall be responsible for the operation of the kitchen for General and potluck 
dinner meetings.  A running total of monies collected and inventory will be kept on a monthly basis and 
available to the Treasurer and Board at all times.  Inventory of sale items during the Show will be coordinated 
with, but is totally separate, with the Show Chair.  At the Show, consumable inventory will be monitored, 
showing what was deducted and an accurate accounting can be made for both the committee and the 
Treasurer.  A copy will be submitted to the Secretary for archiving. 

During each meeting where refreshments are to be served, the Chair shall be in attendance at all 
times.  Prior to any meeting, a refreshments area will be set-up and maintained in an orderly fashion.  After 
the meeting, all tables will be wiped down, sinks cleaned, kitchen mopped and all garbage removed from the 
building. 

(f)  Web Master – shall be responsible for overall management of the Club web site:  
www.gemstoners.org .  The web master shall provide the “Host” with a credit card number as to have the 
“Host” account paid for.  Current arrangement is to pay for the account on an annual basis and be 
reimbursed by the Treasurer.   

(g)  Property Manager – shall be a member in good standing who is selected by the Board as a 
minimum to conduct the annual inventory and trailer inventories prior to and following the Annual Show.  
Without further Board authorization, the Property Manager is authorized to sign out (with a property receipt) 

http://www.gemstoners.org/


cases, related hardware or tables to members of the Club.  Members borrowing any Club property will be 
responsible for any damage or replacement of borrowed property. 

Section 2: Special Committees – Sunshine, Budget and Audit. 

 Sunshine – shall, when information is received, keep membership informed of any illness of members.  In the 
event of a death of a member, shall inform the Board, who will take actions as deemed appropriate.  
Committee shall work with the Membership Chair for any information needed to send a card. 

 Budget – shall work with the Treasurer in accomplishing a realistic budget he/she can work with.  During the 
budget process, Standing Committee Chairs and outgoing Treasurer shall aid in submitting expense 
information that would be vital to an accurate budget.  The committee shall be formed immediately after the 
Audit has been completed and the budget completed no later than February 28th. 

 

Audit – shall consist of a minimum of three members, one being the incoming  

Treasurer, and shall audit the Treasurer’s books before they are passed on to the  

incoming Treasurer.  This committee shall be appointed by the Board at or before December’s regular 
meeting. 

Section 3: Ad Hoc Committees – shall be formed by the Board when the need arises to serve a specific purpose and 
once completed, shall be abandoned. 

 

ARTICLE III:  MEETINGS 

Section 1:   Regular Meetings – shall be held during the second week of each month.  The time and date will be 
determined by the membership.  A motion for a day change must have confirmation of availability of a 
meeting room before it can be voted on by the membership. 

Section 2: Board Meetings – shall be held the first week of each month at a location, date and time as determined by 
the Board. 

Section 3:   Special Board Meetings – may be called by the President or by two (2) Board members.  Meeting should be 
held within 48 hours of calling such a meeting. 

 

ARTICLE IV:  EXPENDITURES (Financial) 

Section 1: The fiscal year shall commence on January 1
st

 and end December 31
st

 of each year.  Upon completion of the 
fiscal year, an inventory of the Club’s property and a valuation shall be taken.  An audit of the Treasurer’s 
books shall be made per Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution and By-Laws. 

Section 2: A fifty dollar ($50.00) Petty Cash Fund will be available to the Treasurer for miscellaneous expenses.  All 
expenses not covered by the Budget, shall require Board approval.  The Board’s spending limit shall be five 
hundred dollars ($500.00) per expenditure without approval of the general membership.  Any expenditure 
five hundred dollars or less (with Board approval) can be signed by the Treasurer only.  Any expenditure over 
five hundred dollars, must have two (2) signatures affixed to the check.  

 

ARTICLE V:  CLAIM 



Section 1: The Pick-N-Shovel claim (Honey Onyx claim) is shared with the Lake Havasu Gem and Mineral Society.  The 
Mohave County Gemstoners will share all costs and filing fees.  Filing fee must be paid and received by the 
Phoenix, Arizona B.L.M. Office on or before, 12:00 Noon, September 1

st
 of each year. 

 

ARTICLE VI:  PROHIBITIONS 

Section 1: Political Participation – The Club shall not sanction, participate in, or be part of  

any political activity, which is not related to Earth Sciences, Bureau of Land Management, Federal or State 
land closures. 

ARTICLE VII:  AMMENDMENTS 

Section 1: Proposed amendments – to the Standing Rules must be presented in writing to the Secretary.  It then will be 
placed on the agenda as “New Business” for the next Board meeting.  After being read and ratified by the 
Board, proposed  

amendments will be placed on the agenda for the next regular meeting of, and consideration by, the Club 
membership. 

Section 2:   Printing of Amendments – proposed amendments shall be made available to Club members in writing.  
Printing of said amendments in the “Little Gems” newsletter shall suffice. 

Section 3:   Voting – will be held at the following regular meeting of the Club members.  An affirmative vote, 
representative of a quorum, will be required for adoption of the proposed amendment. 

Section 4: Quorum – shall be 2/3 of the Club members in Good Standing, present, and voting. 

 

 

APPENDIX “A”:  FEE SCHEDULE  

 Name Badges - $5.88 (Pin Type) -or- $5.88 (Magnetic Type) 

 [Current price as of 01 JUL 2010 – Price is “at cost” and may increase.] 

 Single Membership – $15.00 

 Couple membership – $20.00 

 Family Membership – $25.00 

 Junior Membership – $8.00 

 Life Membership – exempt from dues after confirmation and 15 years membership.) 

 Little Gems Newsletter - $1.00 per issue. 

 

MOHAVE COUNTY GEMSTONERS 

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 

REVISED JULY 2010 



 

CONSTITUTION 

 

This document and those following, shall constitute the system of basic rules and principles of governance of the Mohave 
County Gemstoners, as stated and defined in the By-Laws, Standing Rules and appropriate appendices.  

MISSION 

 

Our Mission is to enlighten and inspire all those with whom we come in contact, concerning the beauty and majesty to be 
discovered in the stones we find in nature’s bounty. 

VISION 

 

We envision a future in which our outreach efforts will have helped today’s youth be educationally, ethically and morally 
prepared to serve as inspirational and effective leaders in their chosen pursuits and communities. 

VALUES 

 

Our values are simply to try to better any situation we face; to leave any place we visit a better place for our having been 
there; to leave a pleasant memory in the mind of any person we meet and to inspire similar attitudes in others. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I:  NAME 

Section 1: This organization shall be known as MOHAVE COUNTY GEMSTONERS. 

 

ARTICLE II:  OBJECTIVE/PURPOSE 

Section 1:   To learn more about all the earth sciences:  Geology, Mineralogy, Paleontology, 

Astronomy, Archaeology and how they apply to earth formation.  To enable our members to better identify 
materials we collect and how to display or further process these materials. 

Section 2: To teach children, youth and adults about rocks, minerals, fossils and what can be done with them. 

Section 3: To teach individuals cutting/trimming, lapidary, polishing, wire wrapping and faceting of stones.  To learn 
jewelry design, fabrication, metalsmithing and other  

uses for cut rocks and stones. 

 

ARTICLE III:  MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1: Procedure for applying for membership is outlined in the Standing Rules, Article I, Sections 1 and 2. 

 (a)  Anyone who joined and paid dues prior to January 1, 1964, will be considered a Charter Member of the 
Mohave County Gemstoners. 



 (b)  Any member, having paid their dues, shall observe the Club’s Constitution and By-Laws and Standing 
Rules. 

Section 2: There shall be five (5) classes of membership:  Single, Couple, Family, Junior and Life.  Any member over the 
age of 18, having paid their dues as outlined in the Standing Rules, Article I, Sections 1 and 2, shall be able to 
vote and hold office. 

 (a)  Single Membership – for an individual who is over the age of 18. 

 (b)  Couple Membership – for two (2) members residing in the same household. 

(c)  Family Membership – for more than two (2) members residing in the same        household. 

 (d)  Junior Member – an individual under the age of 18, who is sponsored by a member in good standing, who 
is responsible for their dues, safety and conduct at all times.  A parent or legal guardian must sign an 
indemnity waiver for that minor child releasing the Mohave County Gemstoners and holding the Club 
harmless from any liability whatsoever if said minor accompanies the Club on any outing or field trip.  Junior 
Members must be accompanied at all times by a responsible adult. 

 (e)  Life Member – a member who has been recommended by the Membership Committee and elected to 
such status by a majority vote of the membership in accordance to Article I, Section 3 of the Standing Rules. 

Section 3: All persons showing a genuine interest in rocks, minerals and club activity, shall, upon submitting an 
application and payment of dues per Article I, Section 1 and 2 of the Standing Rules be considered a member 
in good standing. 

Section 4: Any member, who does not abide by the Constitution and By-Laws and Standing Rules, shall have their 
membership cancelled by a majority vote of the Executive Board, after a suitable review and consideration of 
the individual case on its merits. 

ARTICLE IV:  DUES 

Section 1: The “Dues Year” will run from January 1
st

 through December 31
st

.  Dues become delinquent after February 
28

th
 and members will be removed from the  

membership list after that date. 

Section 2:  Dues and fees may be changed by a majority vote of the membership, when deemed to be necessary.  
Members who have 15 years of membership are exempt from payment of dues. 

Section 3: The membership list will not be released to any commercial inquiry, nor will it be printed in the newsletter, 
nor published to the web site.   

 

ARTICLE V:  OFFICERS 

Section 1: There will be a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Sergeant At Arms.  Each must be a 
member in good standing. 

Section 2: Election – All officers shall be elected by secret ballot and must receive a simple majority of the total votes 
cast.  A quorum shall consist of 2/3 of the membership in good standing, present and voting for elections to 
be deemed valid.  When there is one (1) candidate for office, the ballot may be dispensed with by unanimous 
vote and the candidate is elected by acclimation.  

 In the case of three (3) or more candidates, none receiving a clear majority, the two candidates with the most 
votes shall be selected for a run off election.  Elected Officers will assume office on January 1

st
 and will be 

seated at the January meeting and will serve for a one year term. 



Section 3: Nominating Committee – shall be made up of three (3) members appointed by the Board at or before the 
September meeting.  The Nominating Committee shall propose one (1) or more candidates, who have agreed 
to serve, for each office to be filled. 

 The recommendations of the Nominating Committee shall be submitted to the membership at the October 
meeting.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor.  These nominees must agree to serve, before 
being added to the ballot to be voted on at the November meeting. 

Section 4: An individual shall hold no office for more than two (2) consecutive terms.  In the event no candidate is 
nominated for an office and the incumbent is willing to serve an additional term, this section of the 
Constitution and By-Laws can be suspended by 2/3 majority of the membership in good standing, present 
and voting at the election. 

 In the event no candidate is nominated for an office and the incumbent is not willing to serve an additional 
term, the Board shall compile a list of five (5) members to be considered “draftees to office” for any unfilled 
vacancy.  The process will consist of those members in good standing, present and available to vote, using 
the secret ballot, will vote four (4) separate times, eliminating names from the list until one candidate 
remains.  That individual will be the selectee to fill the vacant office. 

 

ARTICLE VI:  BOARD        

Section 1 (a): The Board of Directors shall consist of the Executive Board and a minimum of three (3) Directors at Large and 
the Immediate Past President, who is the last full term President prior to the incumbent. 

               (b) The Executive Board shall consist of the elected officers:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Sergeant at Arms. 

               (c) The Board of Directors will hereafter be referred to as the “Board.” 

               (d) The Board will meet one week before the regular Club meeting.  The meeting place will be determined by the 
Board.  Club members are welcome at Board meetings, but they have no vote. 

Section 2: Term of Directors at Large. 

 Each Director at Large shall serve for three (3) years, with one (1) being elected each year. 

Section 3: Minutes will be kept of all Board, Regular, Special and Executive Session meetings.  All minutes, with the 
exception of the Executive Session minutes, will be available to members upon request. 

Section 4: All Chairs of Standing Committees are encouraged to attend Board meetings to keep the Board informed on 
committee activities. 

 

ARTICLE VII:  DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Section 1: President – will conduct all meetings of the Board and regular Club meetings.  The President shall perform all 
of the usual duties of the office of the President and other duties prescribed by the Board, as well as appoint 
committee chairs with the concurrence of the Board.  No President shall serve more than two (2) consecutive 
terms in accordance with Article V, Section 4 of the Constitution and By-Laws.  The president shall serve as an 
ex-officio member of all Standing Committees. 

Section 2: Vice President – shall assume all duties of the President in his/her absence or inability of the President to act.  
The Vice President shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by the President including arranging 
programs for the regular meetings. 

Section 3: Secretary – is the official custodian of all Club records and shall keep a complete record of all meetings.  The 
Secretary shall maintain an up-to-date membership roster that includes:  home address, e-mail address and 



phone numbers as provided by the Membership Chair.  The Secretary shall maintain an up-to-date copy of 
the Constitution and By-Laws and Standing Rules.  The Secretary shall maintain a copy of the current 
inventory of all Club property.  The Secretary shall be the only person in the Club to send and/or collect all 
correspondence.  

The Secretary shall send any and all outbound correspondence as “at the direction of the Board” or “acting 
for the President,” and shall sign as Secretary.   The Secretary shall be responsible to make the agenda for 
both the Board and General Business meetings with input from the Board members. 

Section 4: Treasurer – shall be responsible for the keeping and maintaining of financial records and reports of the Club 
in proper order.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for the paying of bills or invoices for expenses incurred in 
the running of the Club. The Treasurer shall deposit receipts, assessments, fines, dues, funds collected by any 
Chair and other monies due.  

The Treasurer shall furnish a written financial report to the Board, at each meeting of the Board, as directed 
by the Board and these reports may be audited at the pleasure of the Board.  A mandatory audit will be 
conducted within thirty (30) days prior [December] to the installation of the new Treasurer.  An annual 
operating budget shall be prepared by the outgoing Treasurer, with the assistance of the incoming Treasurer.  
This budget shall be approved and may be amended by the Board. 

The Treasurer is prohibited from providing any reimbursement to any committee or person who has not 
received prior approval of expenditures by the Board – there will be no exceptions. 

Section 5: Sergeant-at-Arms – is to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag before each meeting or event and shall 
maintain order at the Board and general meetings.  The Sergeant-at-Arms shall collect an assessment of 
twenty-five (25) cents from  members not wearing their Club badges, as required, at all Club functions. 

Section 6: The Board is subject to the Constitution and By-Laws and Standing Rules of the Club.  It shall be the duty of 
the Board to formulate policies of the Club and to  

act in an advisory capacity to the President, who shall be bound to act according to the majority decision of 
the Board. 

 

ARTICLE VIII:  VACANCIES 

Section 1: Resignations – Any officer resigning his/her office, shall do so by submitting their resignation in writing to the 
Board. 

               (a) Letters of resignations will only be submitted during the Board meeting.  Submittal of letters of resignation 
during the General meeting is prohibited.  

Section 2: Any vacancy on the Board, shall be filled by an appointment of the Board for the 

unexpired term of the vacant position.  Exception – that of the office of the President.  Whether by 
resignation or death, the office of the President, shall be filled by the Vice President, assuming the duties of 
President.  The Vice President position shall be filled by appointment of the Board. 

Section 3: Any officer, who shall absent themselves, unexcused, from three (3) consecutive meetings, regular or Board, 
shall be subject to removal and replacement by action of the Board. 

 

ARTICLE IX:  COMMITTEES 

Section 1: President’s Authority – The President shall have the authority to appoint all Standing and Special Committee 
Chairs, with the concurrence of the Board. 

 (REF:  Article VI, Section 1 of the Constitution and By-Laws.) 



Section 2: Chairperson – is responsible for the overall actions of the committee and members of that committee to 
which they have been appointed.  The Chair has no authority, expressed or implied, to commit funds, or to 
state that donations are to be reimbursed, or to grant discounts, or to make purchases exceeding spending 
limits set by the Board. 

 

ARTICLE X:  ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Section 1: Any dispute pertaining to the operation of the Club will be handled in accordance with “Robert’s Rules of 
Order Revised.” 

Section 2: Agenda items will be submitted to the Secretary no later than one week prior the next meeting to be 
included on the agenda for the next Board meeting. 

Section 3: There will be no selling or trading by commercial dealers or non-members during  the Club meeting. 

Section 4: The buying, selling or trading of rocks, gems and related items by and for the Club members is permissible 
before and after Club meetings. 

 

ARTICLE XI:  FISCAL YEAR 

Section 1: The fiscal year shall commence on January 1
st

 and end on December 31
st

 of each year.  Upon completion of 
the fiscal year, there shall be an inventory of the Club’s property, an operating budget prepared and an audit 
of the Treasurer’s books per Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution and By-Laws. 

ARTICLE XII:  AUTHORITY 

Section 1: The rules contained in “Robert’s Rules of Order Revised” shall govern this Club in all cases where they are 
applicable and in which they are consistent with the Constitution and By-Laws and Standing Rules of this Club 
or any group with which our Club may become affiliated. 

ARTICLE XIII:  AMENDMENTS 

Section 1: Proposed Amendments – to the Constitution and By-Laws and Standing Rules must be submitted to the 
Secretary in writing.  It then will be placed on the agenda as “New Business” for the next Board meeting,  
After being read and ratified by the Board, proposed amendments will be placed on the agenda for the next 
regular meeting of, and consideration by, the Club membership. 

Section 2: Printing of Amendments – proposed amendments shall be made available in writing to all Club members.  
Printing of said amendments in the “Little Gems” newsletter shall suffice.  

Section 3: Voting – will be held at the following regular meeting of the Club members.  An affirmative vote, 
representative of a quorum, will be required for adoption of the proposed amendment. 

Section 4:   Quorum – shall be 2/3 of the Club members in Good Standing, present, and voting.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

August 2010      

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Grapevine  

Canyon NW 

Aztec & Hwy 

68 at 7 AM     1 

Wire Wrapping  

Library  2:30 

to 5  2  

Board Meeting 

Library at 6:30 

PM    3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 

General 

Meeting   7PM         

10   11 12 13 14 

Portland Mine  
Marty’s 7 AM         

15 

Wire Wrapping & 

Beading   KOA  

at 2:30 to 5 PM   

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31         

       

September 2010      

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 3 4 

5 6 

Board Meeting 

at Library        

6:30 PM    7 8 9 10 
Snow Flake 

Campout    11 

Snow Flake 
Campout    12 

Snow Flake 

Campout   13 

General Meet  

at  7 PM      

Pot Luck 6:30  

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Chemical Lime 

Co.  Meet 

Bashas 7 AM  

26 27 28 29 30     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Puzzle: Circle letters for the words, when you have found all the words, the remaining letters spell out the 
message! 


